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Former Senator Paul Tsongas, *

respected citizens of Massachusetts,” will speak at MiT’s
1989 Commencement Exercises.

Dismissed prof sparks controversy

. By Annabelie Boyd
MIT is guilty of hypocrisy in

that it has issued dramatic state- .
ments about the importance of a -

L

racially-integrated faculty but has
taken minimal actions to achieve

- that ‘end; says Marilyn Richard-.

Slmson L. GarﬁnkellThe Tech
‘one of the most able and

son, former assistant professor of
writing. Richardson, who was re-
cently denied reappointment to

the MIT faculty, has charged that -

*her c&se illustrates this lack of

action. .
*“While I wxll give credit to the

Bitek draws fire over

poor service, late bills

By Eun S. Shin .
Over 1000 MIT students. have
subscribed with MCI for long-
distance service since last fall,
but Bitek, the company MCI
hired to take care of billing, has

come under sharp criticism for’

late biiling and short office
hours.

Bitek’s regional office, iocated
in the MCI building on Boylston
Street, is open for only four
hours on business days and, until
recently, from 9 am to 1 pm,
when many classes are in session.

Some students have com-
plained of late and incorrect bili-
ing, as well as inefficient business
practices. Winnie Chan 90
termed Bitek “bad business peo-
ple” after Bitek discontinued its
service and never restarted the
service even after her fees were
paid.

Bitek, a telecommunications
firm based in California, began
servicing MIT as a result of a

contract between MIT and MCIL.
The three-year contract-may be
terminated by either MIT or
MCI, according to Director of
‘Telecommunication Systems
Morton Berlan, who was respon-
sible for the selection of MCI.

“In the selection process, MCI

_ was chosen because it met with

the billing .system,” Berlan said.
Due to collections problems in
the .student rebilling market,

- MCI in turn hired Bitek to bé re-

sponsible for billing. In usual
practice, the university is respon-
sible for student’s default

payments.
The result of a thlrd party may

“be higher prices for services. Ac-

knowledging the issue, Berlan
stated that “MIT was not
pleased” with MCI’s use of Bitek
and reiterated that the contract is
strictly between MIT and MCL

Christopher Powers, major ac-
count representative for MCI,
however, denied the possibility of
higher prices because of MCI’s
use of Bitek. “The students are
charged at reguiar MCI dial rates
with. a bulk rate going to Bitek
from MCI,” Powers said.

The $50 deposit required by .

Bitek has also created some mis-
understanding. Powers, referring
to complaints on the deposit,

. stated that the terminology. of

“deposit” is ‘wrong. . Rather, the -

$50 is a credit balance that pro-
tects Bitek against default pay-
‘ments. When the credit runs out,
the ‘service is automatically dis-
continued until a new payment is

“made. No warning- is- given prior

MIT’s demand to be left out of

- Israel batties intifada
on ground, PR war on
airwaves. Page 2.
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David Brinkley paints
picture of pre-war

.| Weshingtan. Page 17 L

to the-invalidation.

In an attempt to improve its
services, -Bitek has moved its of-
fice hours to 3-7 pm. The late

“billing 'p‘roble'ms are due’to

“rough edges” in the new system
and should be resolved as the
arrangement is put more to
practice, according to Berlan.

Both Powers and Berlan are
optimistic about the system thus
far. Asked about the success of
the program, Powers replied, “By
and large, it’s been very: _good.
There are some initial pro‘b!gms,

_.hut_ mua:ng“w":svs;em; _there_are .
bound ~to be adgustments.

" By Linda D’Angelo

MIT has named former US
Sen. Paul Tsongas (D MA) as the
1989 Commencement speaker,
President Paul E. Gray ’54 an-
nounced last week. The ceremony
is set for June 5.

Tsongas was recently appoint-
ed chairman of the Massachusetts
Board of Regents of Higher
Education.

Born and raised in Lowell,
MA, Tsongas received a bache-
lor’s degree from Dartmouth
College and a law degree from

* Yale University. Following gradu-

ation he volunteered for -the-
Peace Corps, represented Lowell
on the city council, and served as
Middlesex County Commissioner.
His political career culminated in
1978 when he was clected to the
US Senate.

Diagnosed with lymph cancer
in 1984, Tsongas decided not to
seek re-election to a second term

as senator and underwent suc-

cessful treatment for the cancer.
He then became a partner in the
Boston law _firm of Foley, Hoag

Institute for its willingness to ad-
dress racial problems in the Ra-
cial Climaie at MIT report and

_others, the writing and literature

departiments at MIT have made
less .than a good faith effort to

.recruit and keep such minority
,;fac:ﬂty as they once recrmted ”.
she said.”

In 1986, Ricirardson came up
for a promotion and re-appoint-

" ment review before a writing pro-

gram committee which consisted

of Associate Professor James -

Paradis, a science/technology
writing specialist; Associate Pro-
fessor Harrient N. Ritvo, a Vic-
torian studies specialist; and
Professor Elzabieta E.
Chodakowska, a novelist.
(Please turn to page 10)

'Tsongas to speak at Commencement

and Eliot, and a strong voice
-against unrestrained development
on Cape Cod.

It was this impressive record
which led Gov. Michael S. Duka-
kis to describe Tsongas as “one
of the most able and respected
citizens of Massachusetts,”
cording to a MIT press release.
With this,
Tsongas chairman of the state
Board of Regents of Higher Edu-
cation, which sets the policy that.
governs the 180,000 students en-
rolled in the state’s 29 colleges
and universities.
~In his capacity as chairman,
Tsongas has drawn a clear paral-
lel between economics and educa-
tion; “this country is facing a de-
scent into second-class economic

Gas explosi
out most of

By Prabhat Mehta

A gas explosion in a manhole
apparently caused Saturday eve-
ning’s blacKout, which left much
of the Institute without power for
over four hours. The blackout af-
fected at least 30,000 of the
45,000 customers of the Cam-
bridge Electric Light Co., whose
lines were damaged by the explo-
sion, according to The Boston
_Globe. Approximately two-thirds

of - Cambridge was Jeft in

darkness’ at one ‘point, - :
On' campus, the sﬁuatxon. was
exacerbated by a loss of emergen-
cy power in the central campus
area. The largest campus genera-
tor, which would normally pro-
vide emergency power to, among
other buildings, those surround-
ing Killian Court, was “off-line”
on Saturday for repairs, Director
of Physical Plant Paul F. Barrett
said. As a result, many of those
buildings serviced by the 1000

ac- ..

Dukakis appointed

status fand] the only way out of
it is education.” For this reason,’
Tsongas concerns himself with
“the question of whether this
state wants quality, first-class
higher education,” he said.

Tsongas’ new appointment —
coupled with his past commit-
ment to education, economic de-
velopment and social issues —
made it “wonderfully appropriate
for him to address” MIT, Gray
noted in the press statement,
since “MIT has ,been concerned
with those same issues for more
than 128 years.” Like Tsongas,
MIT “is credited with contribut-
ing widely to economic develop-
ment generally and to the Com-
monwealth in particular,” Gray
added. .

on blacks
Cambridge

kW emergency generator were
left without emergency power un-
til Cambridge Electric gradually
resumed normal service.

“As a matter of general Insti-
tute practice, there is emergency
power for lights in exitways [cor-
ridors, stairways, etc.}, selective
elevator operation, telecornmuni-
cations equipment, essential me-
chanical syst,ems, ‘thealth services,
and for a lmited number of bio-

. freézers, eté.)” ‘Barrett stdted.
" A large temporary ° generator
was started to provide emergency
power to .the central campus
area, but since the temporary
generator had to be brought on
line manually, power to the af-
fected areas could only be
brought up slowly, according to
Barrett.
Emergency power was eventu-
ally provided to the Central Utili-
(Please turn to page 9)

Institute commemorates King legacy

By Miguel Cantillo
- The Institute commemorated
the legacy of Martin Luther King
Jr. last Friday at ncon in Kresge
Auditorium.

Gregory Chisholm G, a PhD
candidate in the Department of
Mechanical Engineering and a
candidate for. the Jesuit priest-
hood, gave the keynote address
to the audience of several hun-
dred. President Paul E. Gray ’54
also gave a speech at Kresge,
amidst protest from a smalil
group of demonstrators who
came to protest racism at MIT.

Chisholm described the social
situation at MIT and in the na-
tion twenty years ago, and the
civil rights movement’s effect on
the black community throughout
the country.

The situation for black stu-
dents at MIT was very different
in 1965 from what it is now, as
the faculty and student body was
overwhelmingly composed by
white males then, Chisholm said.
Fifty-seven black students entered
MIT that year, but only 25 of
them graduated Chisholm
warned that racism is stili felt at
MIT now, and racial tension may
rise in the future.

Chisholm believed that the
problems of American minorities
would not be overcome soon. In .
fact, the Supreme Court’s recent
ruling against affirmative action
for contractors in Virginia poses

~a threat to the black community,

Chisholm said.
The overall situation for the

‘black community is not encour-

aging, according to Chisholm.
The African-American commauni-
ty, he observed, is being scourged
by crack, white “hate groups”

and a dxspropomonate mcndence

MIT Presndent Paul E. eray "54- leads Fnday s march from

of AIDS cases (25 percent of
AIDS victims are black, while the
black community represents only
12 percent of the American pop-
ulation). Even now, he added,
there are more blacks in prisons
than in colleges, and for every
(Please turn to page 9)
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{Continued from page 1)

The credentials Richardson
took into the review included a
published book entitled Black
Women and Religion, several es-
says and reviews which had been
printed in such publications as

' The Dictionary of Literary Biog-
raphy, The Women’s Review of
Books and Presence Africaine,
another book ready for publica-
tion concerning black political
writer Maria Stewart, and a re-
search project underway on black
sculptress Edmonia Lewis. In ad-
dition, -Richardson had lectured
at universities both in America
and Europe, and had served as a
consultant on. Lewis’ work for
the National Museum of Ameri-
cant Art and the Boston Museum
of Fine Arts.

According to Richardsen, the
review committee decided to wait
10 begin thorough deliberation
on her case until it could obrain
the gallevs of her book on Stew-
art. This decision coupled with
an injury Richardson sustained in
an accident movad the period of
Richardsons review 1o muid-to-
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lack swdlﬁs ignored

teacher’s performance go into the

review cominittee’s evaluation..

He also stated that to the best of
his knowiedge, Richardson had a
positive teaching record..

The committee produced the
following evaluation of Richard-
son’s work on Stewart: “Al-
though these essays consider the
arguments, and to some degree,
the biographical context of Stew-

“art’s writing, members of the Re-

view Comumittee felt that they
failed to elicit the rich cultural

- and historical context of Stew-

art’s life and work. Richardson’s
biographical portrait of Stewart
is thin and unmemorable. There
is no systematic analysis of the
reading public Stewart is address-
ing; nor is there any systematic
treatment of the textural qualities
of Stewart’s unique literary syn-
thesis and its place in the tradi-
tion of American and black
women's letters.”

Richardson said she produced
testimony from other professors
responding to the criticism. Hen-
ry Lewis Gates Jr., professor of
fiterature at Cornell University, in
his letter t6 MIT wrote, “Indeed,

I can think of very few critics in
our field writing today who can

" match Richardson’s impressive

command of what some have
labeled comparatwe black
literature.”

Despite Richardson’s claims,
Manning said he was “conscious
and concerned about affirmative
action and black studies at MIT.”

“1 probably will not sue MIT
since mine was not a tenure
case,” Richardson said. “But I
felt that the least I owed to the
improvement of minority faculty
hiring and recruitment proce-
dures at MIT was to appeal my
case to the very top.”

Richardson is now: working as
a curator at the Afro-American
History Museum in Boston.
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The Alumni Fund raised £i2

Come to the MIT .

.4 million last year, of which
Financial Aid received $3.7 million.
You do make a difference.

Februasry
13, 14,15,
21,22,23,
27,28,
and March i

&6 pm to 10 pm

in the Bush Room, 10 -105

For more information, call us at the MIT Alumm/ae Association:

Arthur Figel x3-8246
Baxbara Peterson  x3-5435

Prizes donated by:

ArsLunch AvEraf Bel Cento's Bertuosi’s Bosder Cafe Booe Brine s Carmbeidgs
Tnc commit Lee Marrfott Chatham Bores Inn Covacil Travel Herltage Trave! Myt
Regsasy LaGrocerls MIT Misresemputer Gomias MIT Press Bovkstore Mosenm of

2 the distinc-

ween :he ope of work

feld. and the sort of work which
is of basic significance 10 a devel-
oping field like black studies, she
said.

Professor Kenneth R. Man-
ning, head of the writing pro-
gram, declined to comment on
Richardson's charge. Manning,
who is black, explained that all
reviews of MIT :M,u!tv are
confidential.

Richardson obtains
copy of her file
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“The document which the re-
view commitiee eventually pro-
duced was 3 hawhe:r job main-
ialning tha: my "“C«\'_lk on ’:s:ewazv
was of Hrule substance and thar
was a2 bad 'am‘z**"' '-" szid.

Aa:ommg t0o Richardsom. th
evaluation of her abilivw as
teacher of lterature was based
upon & single classroom visis, by
fessor of French, made in
Richardson taught z wide
iem of classes, and she
ned that her classvoom Jdoor
:ﬁ“ ays bexn gpen. Yet from
2w oul-0i-contex? TemMmarks
e i ‘”hd{ 3%" evaiuation the
her 2 poor
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That's a '$‘§5ﬁ9 smie! Ssadis Husain ‘89 receives a
$1800 pledge during last night's Student Telethon.
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Bosien Univarsity
Imemations! Programs

725 Comynoreealth Avanue B2
Sosion, 234 (2215

FI7T 335888

An 2%ua! SoporienTy, SRTnEe aohion NSihtion

INTERNSHIPS
LONDON

ArviArghirecture « Business/Economics » Muman/Health Sewvices
Joumnglism Communications « VisualPerforming Arts » Poltties

PARIS

Media - Public Relations/Advertising - Govemment
Financis! Institutions » Tourism « Fashion - Publishing « The Arts

WASHINGTON

Poitics - Business/Ecenomics » Pre-Law » Intematicnal Relstions
Soumeiism Communications » Health Fields » The Ars

Alfourteamweek intermnship programsinchade sixteen Boston University semestes-
hour credis, fUlltme internships. coursework saugm by local faculty, centrally
iocated aperiments. and indiidualized placements o
interest Programs n London and Parsis are offered during the spring, fall, and

surnmar sessions: The Weshington program is offered duning the fall and spring.

y virtually every academic

For compiste program detzils. mait the coupon Dalow 10:

1839 198¢

BOVTON LNIVERSTY
STSQUICENTINMIAL

)
Neme

Agcress

Gy

Siate Zip

Cofege University

London Internshis Programme
Washinglon Intemnship Program

Pans mﬁ@h@m

Shodorn British Studes at Oudord Universily

Al Boston area students interesad nleaming about the Boston Umvamty
imemations! Programs are invited 10 attend an informations
Wodnesday, Febeuary 15, 1888, 725 Commonwealh Avenue, Room 318.

500 pan.
530 pm.
800G pm.
£ paon.

at M.L.T.
9 AM - 6 PM

{located in the Stratton Student
Center, 84 Mass. Ave. Cambridge,
ACross from the main academic

compiex.)

interview.

Openings exist for:
* FULL TIMIE GROCERY CLERK
* FOLL TIME FOOD PREP COOK

* FULL TRGIE GEN. MERCHANDISE CLERKS

PART TIME OPENINGS
#GENERAL MERCHANDISE CLERUS

#DELI CLERKS » GROCERY CLERMS
# & & PH Cashiers

La\ierﬁes Market offers good starting
salaries. Please stop by for an on-thespot
if you're unable to attend -
our Qpen House, please call for an
appointment. 396-9015

X} T.

a Genemi Stme supplied by

Star Market

R

February 16 & 17, 1989
at Laverde's @ﬂ%@@
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